Playful City USA

Executive Summary

Children playing outside, in spaces dedicated for play or not, signify a vibrant, healthy community.  Providing more opportunities for play is emerging as a civic responsibility at the local level. Without more time for play, we will continue to see an increase in childhood obesity.  Without more time for play, we will continue to see a decrease in creativity and imagination, problem-solving skills, the ability to assess risk, and resiliency.  All of these help prepare children not only to learn more effectively in school, but also for successful adulthood.

The Playful City USA endorsement promotes play for the physical, emotional, and educational development of our children and for the health and well-being of our community.  This endorsement also supports The City of Rock Hill’s Number One Question:  Is it good for the children?; the Eat Smart Move More initiative; and the 100 Best Cities endorsement.

To receive this endorsement, the City of Rock Hill must complete five commitments:

Commitment one:  Create a play task force and then committee that will provide oversight to ensure that play is integrated into the daily operations of municipal life.

Commitment two:  Design an action plan for play that includes actions in the area of quantity, quality, and access.  

Commitment three:  Create a playspace audit and link our play spaces to the KaBOOM website.

Commitment four: Outline a financial and civic investment.   The City of Rock Hill and Rock Hill School District Three have both provided outstanding investments for play in our community.  No additional funding will be needed in this area, as we already maintain and create play spaces on a continual basis.

Commitment five:  Proclaim and celebrate an annual play day.  National Play Day Week is September 18- 25, 2010.  The application encourages our play day to be held during this week.  September 18, 2010 will be the City of Rock Hill Day of Play to be held at Manchester Meadows.  Additionally, the mayor must sign a proclamation at least one week prior to the event stating that September 18, 2010 is the City of Rock Hill Day of Play.

The following parks and schools have been selected to participate in the inaugural project:  Cedar Crest Park, Cherry Park, Confederate Park, Emmett Scott, Fewell Park, Manchester Meadows and The Children’s School at Sylvia Circle, Finley Road Elementary School, Belleview Elementary School, The Flexible Learning Center and Mt. Gallant Elementary School.

The mayor must sign the application in support of this endorsement after City Council approval.

The application must be submitted by June 1, 2010.

The application is complete and has been approved by the City of Rock Hill Parks and Recreation Commission.

